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ABSTRACT

Battle Mountain Gold Company (BMG) has submitted a Plan of Operations to the Battle Mountain Field Office
of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to expand its current mining and mineral processing operations in
Copper Canyon south of the town of Battle Mountain in Lander County, Nevada. The proposed project would
involve developing the Phoenix and Reona pits and expanding the existing Midas and Iron Canyon pits. Mining
the ore deposits would be coupled with excavating and processing low-grade gold ore stockpiles associated
with previous mining operations. Heap-leach-grade ore would be processed at the existing and proposed
expansion of the Reona heap leach facility. Mill-grade ore would be processed at proposed crushing, grinding,
and milling facilities. Tailings would be deposited at a new lined tailings facility south of Copper Canyon. The
proposed plan also includes closing and reclaiming the previous copper heap leach facilities, lining and
isolating the previous copper tailings facility, and backfilling three existing open pits. The proposed expansion
would result in approximately 4,295 acres of new disturbance on public and private lands in the Copper
Canyon area.

This Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) describes the environmental impacts associated with the
proposed development of the Phoenix Project (the Proposed Action) and the No Action alternative.
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Battle Mountain Field Office
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